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Introduction: Why the Right Storage Container Matters
Temporary and supplemental storage can solve a wide range of space problems for businesses. A construction contractor may need a secure place for tools and materials during a six-month project. A retailer may need extra inventory space before the holidays. A manufacturer may have more raw materials or finished products than its warehouse can temporarily accommodate. A commercial property undergoing renovations may need somewhere to keep furniture, fixtures, and equipment until the work is complete.
Storage containers and storage trailers can provide that additional space without requiring a business to lease or construct another building. However, getting the full benefit from temporary storage requires more than simply choosing a container and having it delivered.
The unit needs to fit the inventory, but it also needs to fit the property. It needs to support the way employees will load, unload, organize, and access materials. Delivery equipment must be able to reach the placement area. Local requirements, weather, drainage, security, rental duration, and cost can all influence the final decision.
Choosing incorrectly can create problems ranging from inconvenient access to a container that cannot be delivered to the intended location at all. A unit that is too small may become overcrowded and difficult to organize. One that is unnecessarily large may consume valuable yard or parking space. Poor placement can interfere with traffic, drainage, snow removal, loading areas, or emergency access.
This guide walks businesses through the storage container selection process from start to finish. Contractors, commercial or government facility managers, retailers, manufacturers, event planners, and commercial property owners throughout New England can use these steps to evaluate their needs before arranging a rental.

1. Start by Defining Your Storage Needs
The first decision should not be container size. It should be determining exactly what the storage space needs to accomplish. A clear understanding of the materials being stored, how much space they require, and how frequently they will be accessed makes nearly every later decision easier.
What Will You Be Storing?
Storage containers can be used for many types of business and project-related materials, including:
· Construction materials
· Tools and equipment
· Retail inventory
· Furniture and fixtures
· Records and business supplies
· Seasonal products
· Event equipment
· Manufacturing materials
Different materials can create very different storage requirements. Boxes of records, for example, have different organization and environmental considerations than construction equipment or palletized inventory.
Before selecting a unit, create a general inventory of what will go inside. Identify unusually large, heavy, valuable, moisture-sensitive, temperature-sensitive, hazardous, or regulated materials separately.
How Much Space Do You Need?
Estimating volume is one of the most important parts of selecting a container. Consider not only whether the inventory will physically fit but also how it will be arranged. A container packed from floor to ceiling may technically hold everything while making half of the inventory inaccessible.
Account for the approximate volume of the inventory and palletized versus loose materials. Shelving or storage racks, walking and working space, and access to individual items should be considered. Leaving some usable space can make the unit significantly easier to organize and work from.
How Frequently Will You Need Access?
Think about how the container will function once it is loaded. Will employees enter it several times each day? Once a week? Only when a particular phase of a project begins? Storage needs generally fall into categories such as:
· Daily access: Tools, equipment, supplies, or inventory used as part of normal operations.
· Weekly access: Materials needed regularly but not continuously.
· Occasional access: Seasonal or project-specific items.
· Reserve storage: Materials expected to remain untouched for extended periods.
Frequent access usually makes organization, lighting, door placement, and aisle space more important.
Are There Special Storage Requirements?
Identify any requirements that could affect the suitability of a standard container.
These may include:
· Weather resistance
· Additional security
· Ventilation
· Interior lighting
· Shelving
· Temperature considerations
· Requirements associated with hazardous or regulated materials
A standard storage container is not appropriate for every product or material. Businesses should confirm applicable safety, environmental, fire, and storage requirements before placing regulated or potentially hazardous materials inside a temporary storage unit.

2. Determine Whether You Need a Storage Container or Storage Trailer
Although the terms are sometimes used interchangeably, ground-level storage containers and storage trailers support different types of operations. The most important distinction is often how the unit will be loaded and accessed.
Storage Containers
Ground-level storage containers are placed directly on a prepared surface at the property. This makes them convenient when employees need to walk into the unit or move materials using hand trucks, carts, or similar equipment.
They are commonly used for:
· Construction sites
· Commercial renovations
· Property management
· Equipment storage
· Retail overflow
· Furniture and fixture storage
· General commercial storage
Common sizes include 20-foot and 40-foot containers.
Because the unit is at ground level, users do not have to climb to trailer height every time they enter. That can make a container particularly useful for projects involving frequent manual access.
Storage Trailers
Storage trailers remain elevated at approximately dock height and can be especially useful for businesses whose existing operations already revolve around loading docks and forklifts. They are commonly used by warehouses, manufacturers, retailers, distribution operations, and businesses managing palletized inventory. A trailer can essentially provide additional storage space alongside an existing warehouse without requiring materials to be moved down to ground level.
Key Comparison Factors
When deciding between a storage container and trailer, consider:
· How materials will be loaded
· Whether the property has a loading dock
· Available yard and parking space
· Inventory volume
· Frequency of access
· Project duration
· Forklift availability
· Site conditions
Best Starting Point: If employees primarily need ground-level access, a storage container may be the more practical option. If materials regularly move through a dock-height warehouse environment, a storage trailer may integrate more naturally with existing operations.

3. Choosing the Right Container Size
Once the type of equipment has been determined, the next step is selecting the appropriate size. For ground-level storage containers, 20-foot and 40-foot units are common options. Neither is automatically better. The right choice depends on both the amount of material being stored and the physical limitations of the property.
20-Foot Storage Containers
A 20-foot container may work well for:
· Smaller construction projects
· Tools and equipment
· Renovation materials
· Properties with limited placement space
· Department-specific inventory
· Projects that require moderate additional storage
Its smaller footprint can make placement easier on properties where parking, vehicle circulation, or other site uses limit available space.
40-Foot Storage Containers
A 40-foot container may be appropriate for:
· Larger construction projects
· Commercial renovations
· High-volume material storage
· Retail inventory
· Industrial inventory
· Long-term or multi-phase projects
The additional capacity can reduce the need for multiple smaller units when the property has sufficient room.
Questions to Ask Before Choosing a Size
Before deciding, ask:
· How much inventory needs to fit inside?
· Will materials need to be separated by category?
· Is aisle space necessary?
· Will shelving be installed?
· Is inventory expected to increase?
· How frequently will employees need items from the back of the unit?
· Does the site have enough room for both the container and the delivery equipment?
Why Bigger Is Not Always Better
It can be tempting to choose the largest unit available to avoid running out of space. However, unused capacity has a cost. A larger unit may require a larger placement footprint, more delivery clearance and maneuvering space, or higher rental costs. The goal is not to rent the biggest container possible. It is to select enough usable storage space for the project while keeping the unit practical for the property.

4. Estimate How Long You Will Need the Container
Storage duration affects budgeting, rental arrangements, and sometimes whether renting or purchasing equipment makes more sense. The most accurate estimate should include both the expected project timeline and a reasonable allowance for delays.
Short-Term Rentals
Temporary storage may be useful for:
· Individual construction phases
· Remodeling projects
· Seasonal inventory
· Events
· Emergency storage
· Temporary relocations
For these situations, flexibility can be particularly valuable because project schedules often change.
Long-Term Rentals
Longer rental periods may support:
· Ongoing warehouse overflow
· Persistent space limitations
· Multi-phase construction
· Recurring inventory needs
· Long-term commercial storage
Businesses that consistently need supplemental space should periodically reassess whether the current arrangement remains the most economical and operationally useful option.
Questions to Consider
Before committing to a rental period, ask:
· Is the project schedule firm?
· Could weather, permitting, materials, inspections, or other delays extend the project?
· Will the amount of storage needed change over time?
· Could the unit need to be relocated during the project?
· Is purchasing worth considering for a very long-term requirement?
Planning for a realistic rental period can help avoid last-minute extensions or interruptions in storage availability.

5. Evaluate the Project Site
A suitable container is only useful if it can be safely delivered and properly positioned. Site evaluation should occur before delivery day, not while the delivery vehicle is waiting at the property.
Ground Conditions
Containers generally require a stable, reasonably level surface. Potential placement surfaces may include:
· Concrete
· Asphalt
· Compacted gravel
· Other appropriately prepared, level surfaces
The surface must be capable of supporting the loaded container and maintaining stability throughout the rental period.
Surfaces to Avoid
Potential problem areas include:
· Soft soil
· Mud
· Standing water
· Steep slopes
· Unstable fill
· Areas prone to erosion or flooding
Conditions can also change during a rental. Ground that is firm during a dry summer may behave differently after extended rain, freeze-thaw cycles, or spring snowmelt.
Delivery Access
The placement location itself is only part of the equation. Delivery equipment also needs a practical route to reach it.
Evaluate:
· Driveway width
· Gate clearance
· Turning radius
· Trailer maneuvering space
· Overhead power lines
· Trees and branches
· Building overhangs
· Parked vehicles
· Other equipment or temporary structures
A property may have enough room for a 40-foot container but insufficient room for the truck and trailer required to position it.
Placement Area
Think about how the area around the container will function throughout the rental.
The unit should be positioned with consideration for:
· Door accessibility
· Employee and pedestrian traffic
· Construction traffic
· Snow-removal equipment
· Drainage
· Loading areas
· Future deliveries
· Other planned work on the property
Important: Never assume a unit can be placed in a particular location based only on its dimensions. Delivery access and positioning requirements should also be confirmed with the provider.

6. Review Local Placement Requirements
Storage container requirements can vary significantly by municipality and property. Businesses should investigate applicable rules before delivery, particularly when a unit will remain in place for an extended period.
Setbacks and Property Lines
Local zoning or property requirements may regulate placement in relation to:
· Front, side, and rear property lines
· Existing buildings
· Streets or rights-of-way
· Neighboring properties
· Public visibility
Easements
A container should not be placed where it interferes with an easement or required access. Examples include:
· Utility easements
· Drainage easements
· Access easements
· Sewer easements
· Stormwater infrastructure
Fire and Emergency Access
Temporary storage should not obstruct:
· Fire lanes
· Fire hydrants
· Emergency exits
· Fire department access routes
· Other required emergency access
These considerations are particularly important on commercial and industrial properties where designated circulation routes may need to remain open at all times.
Parking and Loading Requirements
Container placement may also affect:
· Required parking spaces
· ADA-accessible parking
· Loading zones
· Loading docks
· Vehicle circulation
Losing several parking spaces to a container may create a compliance or operational problem even when the container itself fits comfortably within the property.
New England Considerations
Requirements vary from one New England municipality to another. Depending on the location and duration of use, local permits may be required. Historic districts may impose additional restrictions, and temporary structures may be regulated by zoning or building requirements. Businesses should check requirements with the appropriate local authority and property owner rather than assuming the rules are the same across different towns or states.

7. Plan for New England Weather
A storage solution that works well in July must also be considered in the context of January conditions if it will remain on-site through the winter. New England weather introduces rain, snow, ice, freezing temperatures, coastal conditions, and freeze-thaw cycles that can affect both the unit and the area around it.
Rain and Moisture
Good placement can reduce many moisture-related problems. Whenever possible:
· Choose a well-drained location.
· Avoid low-lying areas.
· Inspect door seals.
· Keep moisture-sensitive materials off the floor when appropriate.
· Monitor the unit for signs of condensation or water intrusion.
Moisture can originate from several sources, including wet materials placed inside a container and condensation caused by changes in temperature and humidity.
Snow and Ice
Winter planning should begin when the container is positioned. Leave sufficient space to:
· Open container doors after snowfall
· Remove snow from access paths
· Operate snowplows around the area
· Prevent snow from blocking vents or locks
· Maintain safe walking surfaces
A convenient placement location during warm weather can become a problem if it occupies a critical snow-storage or plowing area.
Cold Temperatures
A standard storage container does not automatically protect materials from freezing. Businesses should consider how cold temperatures could affect stored:
· Liquids
· Adhesives
· Coatings
· Electronics
· Equipment
· Other temperature-sensitive materials
Materials requiring controlled temperatures may need a different storage solution or additional protection.
Coastal Conditions
Properties near the New England coast may also need to account for:
· Strong winds
· Salt air
· Corrosion
· Wind-driven precipitation
· Loose materials around the storage area
Site-specific conditions should always be considered when planning long-term placement.

8. Consider Loading and Unloading Methods
How materials enter and leave the unit affects both equipment selection and interior organization.
Ground-Level Loading
Storage containers can be convenient for materials moved with:
· Hand trucks
· Carts
· Pallet jacks
· Rolling equipment
· Manual loading
Ground-level access can be especially useful on construction sites and commercial properties without loading docks.
Forklift Loading
Businesses planning to use forklifts or other powered equipment should evaluate the entire loading process before the unit arrives.
Consider:
· Floor capacity
· Equipment dimensions
· Door dimensions
· Ramps or dock equipment
· Clearance around the unit
· Applicable safe operating procedures
Do not assume that equipment can enter or load a container simply because it can physically reach the doors.
Organizing the Container
An organized container is generally safer and more efficient to use. Good practices include:
· Keeping frequently used items near the entrance
· Maintaining clear access paths
· Labeling inventory
· Avoiding unstable or excessive stacking
· Distributing weight appropriately
· Keeping doors and exits unobstructed
A simple storage map can be helpful for large inventories, particularly when several employees use the same unit.

9. Evaluate Security Needs
Storage security should reflect both the value of the materials and the conditions of the site. A container located inside a secured industrial yard has different exposure than one placed on a publicly accessible construction property.
Locking Options
Depending on the equipment and security needs, options may include:
· Heavy-duty padlocks
· Lockboxes
· High-security puck-style locks
· Restricted key access
Locks should be selected based on their compatibility with the specific container and locking hardware.
Site Security
The container itself should be one part of a broader site-security plan. Other measures may include:
· Exterior lighting
· Fencing
· Surveillance cameras
· Controlled site entry
· Employee access procedures
Inventory Controls
Businesses storing valuable materials may also benefit from basic inventory controls. Consider:
· Maintaining an inventory list
· Tracking who has access
· Recording high-value equipment
· Inspecting the unit regularly
· Separating or further securing particularly valuable materials
Security works best as a layered system rather than relying on a single lock.

10. Decide Which Features and Accessories You Need
Accessories can turn an empty container into a more practical working storage space. The right additions depend on how the unit will be used.
Shelving
Shelving can:
· Improve organization
· Protect smaller items
· Use vertical space efficiently
· Keep materials accessible
· Reduce floor clutter
Shelving is particularly useful when employees need regular access to many different small items.
Lighting
Lighting can make a significant difference when employees enter the unit:
· Early in the morning
· At night
· Frequently throughout the day
· During shorter winter daylight hours
Adequate illumination also supports safer loading, unloading, and inventory retrieval.
Ramps
Ramps may be helpful when using:
· Carts
· Dollies
· Pallet jacks
· Rolling cases
· Other wheeled equipment
The ramp should be appropriate for the equipment, load, and container configuration.
Ventilation
Ventilation may help manage interior conditions and condensation for certain applications. However, ventilation does not convert a standard container into climate-controlled storage. Temperature- or humidity-sensitive products may require a storage solution specifically designed for those conditions.
Lockboxes and Security Features
A lockbox helps shield the locking mechanism and can make tampering more difficult. Additional security measures may be worthwhile when storing expensive tools, equipment, or inventory.
Blocking and Leveling
Proper blocking and leveling can:
· Help stabilize the unit
· Support proper door operation
· Compensate for minor surface irregularities
· Help protect certain paved surfaces
The appropriate setup depends on the site and equipment.

11. Understand Rental Costs
Monthly rental price is only one component of the total cost of temporary storage. Understanding the complete pricing structure makes it easier to compare options accurately.
Factors That Affect Pricing
Storage costs may be influenced by:
· Container size
· Rental duration
· Delivery distance
· Pickup charges
· Accessories
· Site accessibility
· Equipment availability
· Seasonal demand
Relocation or additional service requirements may also affect the total project cost.
Questions to Ask the Provider
Before renting, ask:
· What is included in the monthly rate?
· Are delivery and pickup charged separately?
· Is there a minimum rental period?
· How are rental extensions handled?
· Are there relocation or other service fees?
· Who is responsible for obtaining permits?
· What accessories are available?
· What condition should I expect the container to be in?
Getting these answers in advance makes budgeting easier and reduces the likelihood of surprises later.
Avoid Choosing Based on Price Alone
The lowest quoted monthly rate does not necessarily represent the best overall value. Also consider:
· Container condition
· Delivery reliability
· Equipment availability
· Customer service
· Local experience
· Ability to accommodate changing project needs
For businesses using storage as part of an active construction or commercial operation, dependable delivery and suitable equipment can matter considerably more than a small difference in monthly price.

12. Prepare for Delivery Day
Many delivery problems can be prevented before the truck leaves the provider's facility. A final site check can help keep delivery efficient and avoid delays.
Before the Container Arrives
Confirm that:
· The placement location is clearly identified.
· Parked vehicles have been moved.
· Construction equipment is out of the delivery path.
· Overhead clearance is adequate.
· The desired door direction is known.
· The surface is stable and ready.
· Gates will be unlocked.
· An authorized contact will be available if needed.
Do not wait until the delivery vehicle arrives to decide where the doors should face or which parking spaces need to be cleared.
During Delivery
Once the unit arrives:
· Review the final positioning.
· Confirm door access.
· Check surrounding clearance.
· Inspect the container.
· Document relevant existing property conditions.
If the unit needs to support a particular workflow, confirm its orientation before placement is finalized.
After Placement
Before loading the container:
· Test the doors.
· Test the locking mechanism.
· Confirm that the unit appears level and stable.
· Check drainage around the placement area.
· Install necessary accessories.
· Establish a routine inspection schedule.
These simple checks can identify problems before the container is fully loaded.

13. Common Storage Container Mistakes to Avoid
Most storage container problems are easier to prevent than correct after a loaded unit is already on-site. Common mistakes include:
1. Underestimating storage needs: A container may hold the inventory but still be too crowded to use effectively. Include space for organization and access.
2. Choosing a unit that is too large for the site: Capacity is only useful if the container and delivery equipment can fit the property.
3. Ignoring delivery clearance: Measure and evaluate the entire delivery route, not just the final placement area.
4. Placing the unit on unstable ground: Soft, uneven, or poorly drained surfaces can create stability and access problems.
5. Blocking critical areas: Do not interfere with fire lanes, hydrants, loading docks, required parking, emergency routes, or other essential site functions.
6. Failing to check local requirements: Permits, zoning requirements, landlord approval, or other restrictions may apply.
7. Storing moisture-sensitive materials improperly: Understand the environmental needs of the inventory and take appropriate precautions against moisture and condensation.
8. Overloading the floor: Heavy equipment and concentrated loads require particular attention to weight and floor capacity.
9. Blocking frequently used inventory: Organize materials based partly on how often they will be needed.
10. Forgetting about winter: Snowplows, snow piles, ice, and frozen locks can all affect a container that seemed perfectly positioned during summer.

14. Storage Container Selection Checklist
Use this checklist before finalizing a storage container or trailer rental.
Project Requirements
· I know what will be stored.
· I have estimated the amount of space required.
· I know how frequently materials will be accessed.
· I have identified moisture-, temperature-, security-, or regulation-related requirements.
· I have considered how inventory will be organized.
Site Requirements
· The placement area is level and stable.
· Delivery equipment can reach the location.
· Driveway, gate, and turning clearances have been considered.
· Overhead clearance is adequate.
· The unit will not block normal traffic.
· Fire and emergency access will remain clear.
· Required parking and loading areas have been considered.
· Local placement requirements have been reviewed.
Equipment Selection
· I have selected an appropriate container size.
· I know whether ground-level or dock-height access is needed.
· The equipment works with my loading and unloading method.
· I have selected necessary accessories.
· Security requirements have been considered.
· I understand the expected rental period.
· I understand the primary rental, delivery, and pickup costs.
Delivery Planning
· The delivery route will be clear.
· The placement area will be ready.
· An authorized person will be available if necessary.
· The preferred door direction has been confirmed.
· Drainage has been considered.
· Snow removal has been considered.
· Future access to the container will remain available.
· The provider will be able to retrieve the unit at the end of the rental.

15. How Page Street Leasing Helps
Choosing storage equipment is easier when the decision begins with the project rather than a generic container recommendation. Page Street Leasing works with contractors, businesses, property managers, retailers, manufacturers, and other organizations throughout New England to identify practical temporary and supplemental storage solutions.
Equipment Selection
Page Street Leasing can help customers compare storage containers and storage trailers based on factors such as:
· Project size
· Inventory volume
· Loading method
· Access requirements
· Available site space
· Expected rental duration
Discussing these requirements before delivery can help narrow the options to equipment that works for both the inventory and the property.
New England Experience
Projects throughout New England face conditions that businesses in other regions may not need to consider to the same extent. Page Street Leasing serves customers throughout Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Maine, supporting commercial, construction, retail, industrial, and other storage requirements. Regional experience is particularly valuable when planning around changing weather, winter access, site limitations, and project schedules.

Conclusion: Choose Once and Plan Ahead
Choosing a storage container is ultimately about matching three things: the inventory, the operation, and the property. Begin with what needs to be stored and how employees will use it. From there, determine whether ground-level container access or a storage trailer better fits the workflow. Select enough capacity for the inventory and the space required to organize it without automatically assuming that the largest available unit is the best choice.
Then evaluate the site itself. Delivery access, ground conditions, drainage, local requirements, emergency routes, weather, security, and snow removal can all influence whether a placement location will work for the duration of the rental.
Finally, plan beyond delivery day. Consider how the container will be loaded, how frequently employees will enter it, how inventory will be organized, and how the unit will eventually be removed.
A little planning at the beginning can help prevent delivery delays, unexpected expenses, inaccessible inventory, site conflicts, and other operational problems later.
Need help determining which storage option fits your project?
Contact Page Street Leasing to discuss your storage requirements, site conditions, project duration, and access needs. The Page Street Leasing team can help you compare storage containers and trailers and coordinate a solution suited to your commercial, construction, retail, industrial, or other project needs throughout New England.

